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STAYING ON COURSE FOR MICHIGAN

Michigan’s energy promise is a clean energy future that is affordable 
and reliable: Our state is reducing carbon emissions by 80% with 
new technology and renewables—in line with the recommendations of the 
international scientific community. Special interests with out-of-state 
backing want to derail that progress and increase costs to profit on the 
backs of Michiganders.
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WHAT IS 
MI ENERGY PROMISE?
We are local leaders, community organizations, 
and members of the business community 
working together to ensure policymakers stay 
on course to build a clean energy future for 
our state the Michigan way:

ü Right for the environment

ü Right for consumers

ü Right for the economy
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SMART, MICHIGAN-FOCUSED ENERGY POLICIES
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Michigan-
focused, 

Michigan-based
Tailored to Michigan’s 

unique climate, 
geography, and 

economy

Efficient and 
cost-effective

Move carbon 
reduction forward as 

quickly and effectively 
as possible while 

protecting affordability 
and reliability for all 

consumers

Fair and 
accessible

Ensure all consumers 
get to enjoy the 
benefits of clean 

energy without the 
negative 

consequences of 
subsidies or scams

Economically 
sound

Make long-term 
economic sense and 

ensure all energy 
solutions operate on a 

level playing field



TACKLING CLIMATE CHANGE

Climate change is happening and 
Michigan is tackling it head on. Our 

bipartisan 2016 energy law put Michigan 
on the right path by taking a 

comprehensive approach to a 
sustainable energy future:

Clean and renewable energy 

Increased energy efficiency

Commitments to affordability 
and reliability
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Michigan’s local energy 
providers are:

Reducing carbon 
emissions by 80%

Retiring coal plants and 
replacing them with new 

technology

Investing billions in 
universal renewables 
like wind, solar, and 

hydro power

Our approach aligns 
with the recommendations 
contained in the UN’s 2018 

climate report and the 
collective guidance of the 

international scientific 
community.



THE CURRENT CHALLENGE
Special interests with out-of-state 
backing are trying to push Michigan in 
a different direction so they can turn a 
profit.

Their approach may actually disrupt 
carbon reduction efforts in Michigan 
and put consumers at risk:
• Slower, less-efficient adoption of 

renewable energy

• Higher-than-expected prices and hidden costs

• Undisclosed risks and safety concerns 
for homeowners
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MICHIGAN’S PATH TO A 
SECURE CLEAN ENERGY FUTURE

Focus on the end goal of reducing carbon emissions

Include all clean energy sources and carbon reduction tools, from 
renewables, natural gas, and nuclear to energy efficiency

Keep energy affordable and reliable—renewable energy sources are variable 
and must be supported by more predictable 24/7 energy sources to avoid 
disruptions and price spikes

Eliminate unnecessary subsidies and provide fair compensation for private 
energy generation

Prioritize flexibility to enable Michigan to capture innovations that will lower 
costs and increase efficiencies for consumers
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ELIMINATING SUBSIDIES AND 
SPECIAL GOVERNMENT DEALS

• Energy sources like solar can now compete without government subsidies. 
Subsidies played a role in helping these technologies mature, but they no longer 
need special treatment to be competitive.

• Subsidies are not solely responsible for the increase in renewable energy.
• Subsidies and special deals distort the marketplace, jeopardizing 

Michigan’s flexibility to adopt the innovations 
(current and yet to come) that will best meet our needs.

• Michigan should continue transitioning away from 
subsidies and toward the Integrated Resource Planning
outlined in our state’s 2016 energy law.
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TRANSITIONING AWAY FROM THE 
RENEWABLE PORTFOLIO STANDARD
• Michigan’s RPS fostered renewable energy development in Michigan during its 

nascent stages, but the policy has become outdated.
• The 2016 energy law increased the RPS from 10% in 2015 to 15% by 2021.

• Local providers have already committed to 25% renewable energy by 2030.
• The 2021 deadline established in the 2016 energy law coincides with full implementation of 

the Integrated Resource Planning (IRP) process and is meant to signal a phasing out of the 
RPS in favor of the IRP's more comprehensive approach to clean energy development.

• The RPS has played a role in advancing renewable energy in Michigan, but 
its outdated piecemeal approach will be less effective than comprehensive goals 
that further reduce our carbon emissions.
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MODERNIZING PURPA
• The federal Public Utility Regulatory Policies Act of 1978 (PURPA) was intended, 

in part, to promote renewable energy by requiring local energy companies to 
purchase a portion of their energy from private energy companies. 

• Depending on how it’s implemented, PURPA could result above-market energy 
prices, leading to higher costs for Michigan consumers.

• PURPA could also disrupt the Integrated Resource Planning process established 
by our bipartisan 2016 energy law. 

• It’s time to modernize PURPA and ensure guidelines support our state’s clean 
energy, affordability, and carbon reduction efforts.
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MAKING PRIVATE SOLAR FAIR FOR EVERYONE
Michigan’s approach to private (rooftop) solar should protect consumers from:

ü Outdated Subsidies: Under “net metering” solar policies, consumers who have private solar 

panels are subsidized by consumers who don’t.

• Michigan is moving away from net metering to “net billing.” This balanced approach ensures 

private solar users will be fairly compensated for energy they feed into the grid while paying the 

same rates as other consumers to access energy from the grid when they need it. 

• Net billing treats all consumers fairly and puts private solar on a level playing field with other 

energy sources.

ü Scams and Hidden Costs: Some private solar companies employ questionable sales 

tactics, hiding costs and fees and exploiting vulnerable populations, including elderly and low-

income households.

ü Safety risks: Private solar panels come with risks most consumers don’t anticipate. Safety 

concerns may prevent emergency responders from entering homes that have private solar panels.
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FOCUSING ON UNIVERSAL RENEWABLES
Universal (large-scale) solar, wind, and hydro power projects:
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Provide access to renewable energy for entire communities, making 
it easy for every Michigander to be green without subsidies or scams

Reduce carbon emissions more effectively than piecemeal solutions

Achieve economies of scale that help lower costs for consumers, 
drive efficiencies, and expand access  

Make the most of the energy infrastructure we already have while 
expanding our use of new technologies 

Support Michigan jobs, local economic development, 
and revenue that helps communities thrive



YOUR SUPPORT IS VITAL TO SUCCESS
• MI Energy Promise is working to ensure policymakers advance Michigan-

focused, Michigan-based solutions that reduce carbon emissions as efficiently 
and cost-effectively as possible. 

• You can support solutions that will ensure every Michigander has access to 
sustainable, affordable, reliable energy now and in the future.

• Your level of participation and the amount of time you invest is entirely up to you.
• MI Energy Promise will make participating as turnkey and easy as you need.
• Learn more and register to receive updates at MIEnergyPromise.org.
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