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Subject: HD 99 Candidate Questionnaire Responses 

From: Allison Quast-Lents  

Date: Fri, June 22, 2018 9:40 pm 

To: "AMPVotes@AllianceforMichiganPower.com" 

<AMPVotes@AllianceforMichiganPower.com> 

To whom it may concern, 

 
My answers to the questionnaire below. Please respond back to this email to confirm receipt. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Allison Quast-Lents 
Candidate for 99th State House District  

 
 

 
 

 

1.  

In 2016, the Michigan legislature passed a new comprehensive energy law (updates to Public Acts 341 and 

342) that established a framework to help energy providers plan for our state’s energy future. The 2016 

plan included provisions to keep electricity reliable for all Michigan consumers, increase renewable energy 

from 10% to 15% of our state’s total energy portfolio, and encourage greater energy efficiency. What are 

your views on this law? 

 

Michigan should be striving to expand its use of renewable energy, and eventually to switch entirely to these sources 

of energy. Not only will this lower prices for all of Michigan’s energy consumers; it will also create a reliable way 

for everyone to access cost-efficient energy. These public acts construct a set of guidelines that holds energy 

companies accountable for the services they provide as well as regulates how they deliver their services. I will 

support any bills that will both benefit the consumers and protect the environment.  

 

2.   

THe 2016 energy law also moved Michigan to using Integrated Resource Plans (IRPs). IRPs centralize and 

standardize planning for our electric system using a transparent process overseen by the Michigan Public 

Service Commission (MPSC). The IRP process is designed to ensure investments in our electric system 

achieve our goals of affordability, reliability, and sustainability in the most balanced way possible. Do you 

think IRPs provide a good framework to support Michigan’s energy moving forward? Yes or No? Explain. 

 

 

Many states require the submission of IRPs to oversight commissions; and I think this practice should be continued 

in Michigan. The use of IRPs ensures that companies are planning for the energy demands of the future, including 

the expansion of renewable energy and efficiency standards. This practice benefits consumers because, by planning 

appropriately, energy providers will be able to provide enough energy and avoid shortages, as well as the rising 

prices that follow.  
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3.   

Michigan consumers pay for electricity based on how much energy they use and when they use it (i.e., 

electricity consumed during “peak hours” costs more than electricity consumed during “non-peak hours”). 

This approach minimizes the subsidizing of electricity costs for one consumer by other consumers. Do you 

believe this is the right way to establish consumer costs? Are there any instances in which you would 

support subsidies for some types of energy or some types of consumers? 

 

 

In the case of traditional energy, it is appropriate to charge more during “peak hours” simply because it costs the 

provider more to produce energy during this time. However, it is critically important that Michigan continues to 

expand its use of renewable energy. While we work to build our renewable energy infrastructure, which will likely 

change the practice of charging more during “peak hours,” it may be necessary to subsidize these sources of energy. 

 

4.   

Michigan’s energy infrastructure is aging and requires new investments to maintain safe and reliable 

service. Technologies like smart meters and grid sensors are making our energy grid more efficient and 

resilient. How important do you believe it is for Michigan to invest in its energy infrastructure? 

 

 

Michigan needs to invest heavily in its energy infrastructure if energy companies are to continue to provide 

affordable and reliable services to consumers. While this investment is important, it is also very important that 

consumers have choices about their energy and are not mandated by their providers to use certain technologies in 

their homes.  

5.   

Recently, the Michigan Public Service Commission approved a new policy for rooftop solar users. This 

new policy allows energy providers to recoup the costs associated with maintaining the energy grid from 

these customers who use the grid both to feed excess electricity for the grid when their solar panels are not 

producing enough energy. Up until now, rooftop solar users have been able to avoid paying these costs. 

What are your views on this new policy? 

 

 

People who are using solar to power their homes have chosen to do so for a variety of reasons, including cost 

efficiency and environmental friendliness. If they sell their solar energy back to the energy company, they are 

providing a resource and should not have to then help pay for the grid to which they are already providing energy. 

Michigan should pursue solar policies that are beneficial to both the individual users as well as to companies who 

purchase the excess power.  

 

6.   



Michigan is transitioning from electricity predominantly generated from coal to a more diverse energy mix 

that also includes natural gas; renewables like solar, wind, and hydropower; and nuclear. Do you support 

this “all-of-the-above” energy strategy? Why or why not? Yes or No? Explain. 

 

 

The “all of the above” strategy allows energy companies to purchase energy at the lowest rates. It is important that 

they are able to access renewable energies such as solar, wind, and hydropower, so that they can provide energy to 

consumers at the lowest societal cost possible. Policymakers must pursue policies that expand the use of renewable 

energy, so that Michigan can simultaneously switch to both clean and more affordable energy.  

 

7.   

Do you believe Michigan's energy mix should be mandated by law, or should energy providers have more 

flexibility to balance environmental concerns with affordability, reliability, and the rapid pace if technology 

advances in the energy sector?  

  

 

Michigan’s environment is our most precious resource, and it is important to protect it. We must encourage the use 

of renewable energy through our policies to incentivize energy companies to protect our environment. These 

policies can be made in such a way that both providers and consumers benefit from the use of renewable energies. 

Furthermore, there are current state policies that make it difficult for consumers to access renewable energy, and it’s 

important that we revoke restrictive policies to give consumers more choice.  

 

8.   

What else would you like the AMP community to know about your views on Michigan energy and our 

state's energy future? 

 

 

As a consumer, candidate, and elected official I have prioritized energy efficiency and the transition to renewable 

energy. We must protect our environment and do what’s best for consumers, while also allowing our energy 

companies to remain profitable. With creativity and cooperation we can make this possible.  

 

 

 

 




